Maine Revised Statutes

Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES HEADING: PL
1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (new); Pt. B, §5 (aff)

Chapter 19: OPERATION HEADING: PL
1993, c. 683, Pt. A, 82 (new); Pt. B, 85 (aff)

§2304. SCHOOL BUS SEATING; DOORS; STANDING PROHIBITED

1. Seating. A school bus must meet the following seating requirements.

A. The manufacturer's specified seating capacity is determined by dividing the linear width of each seat
by 13 and then rounding the quotient down to the nearest whole number. [ 1993, c¢. 683, Pt.
A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

B. The maximum seating capacity must be the following percentages of the manufacturer's specified
seating capacity:

(1) Grades9to 12, 85%;
(2) Grades kindergarten to 12, 95%;
(3) Grades kindergarten to 8, 100%; or

(4) If at least 15 inches of seat width per student, 100%. [ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82
(NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

C. There may not be auxiliary seating accommodations such as temporary or jump seats. [ 1993, c.
683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

D. Seats must face the front of the bus and be divided by a center aisle at least 12 incheswide. [ 1993,
c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

E. Seating capacity must be displayed in a manner prescribed by the Commissioner of Education.
[1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

2. Doors. A school bus must be equipped with at least 2 doors as follows:

A. One door on the right side near the front for ordinary exits and entrances; and [ 1993, c¢. 683,
Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

B. A 2nd door located in the center of the rear or if the engine makes that impossible, on the left side
in the center or to the rear of center. The 2nd door must be free of obstruction, clearly marked as an
emergency exit, and constructed to open from inside and outside. [ 1993, c¢. 683, Pt. A, 82
(NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A §2 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

3. Standing passengers. The operator of a school bus may not permit any passengers to stand when the
busisin motion on a public way.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]
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4. Safety seat belts. The operator and passengers in school buses equipped with safety seat belts shall
wear those belts when the vehicleisin motion.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 8§82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]
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The State of Maine clams a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include the
following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrightsand other rightsto Satutory text are reserved by the Sate of Maine. Thetext included in this publication reflects changes
made through the Second Regular Session of the 126th Maine Legidature and is current through August 1, 2014. Thetext issubject to
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